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Scripture:
Psalm 145

O1-.$1%)IK/NP+)*-(I=+(+1 |

Pastor’s Thoughts — The May Experiment —
Reflections So Far

What did you do on Sunday morning? Thdt be my question as we continue
our May experiment. The intention of this experiment was to encourage folks
do something on Sunday morning that thaye always wanted to do. | know
many slept in and thanked God for an evening service.

For the first Sunday, many folks from Betlserved at the April Showers. A
program designed to offer showers, meelisthing, and other resources for peoy
who are homeless and in need. Others dsiteirches in the area, Ojust to seg
| was at the church at 10 and was available for prayers. Our Faith Encounte
presented by folks who went to Palestinglant olive trees. They shared their
observations about the conflicetween Palestine anddsl. A very eye opening
presentation. My reaction, OOUCH!Oorifess that | had not educated myself
Palestinian/Israeli conflict and now myayer list includes much more about thg
Palestinians and lives of all the oppresseapjes in the world. Pastor Barbra
preached on the environment and you can read her sermon on her blog site
http://bebarkley.blogspot.camSunday Supper was prepared by Carol, Roger,
Noel and Jessi. THANK YOU! And Joel and | had a wonderful brunch with
strawberry mimosas. It was an oddlifegto be with folks whose normal Sunda
routine was to go out on Sunday morningléde breakfast. The restaurant was
packed; there was a waiting line and ileas with babies (my favorite!) The
people in the restaurant reflected tierse community ethnically, socially,
sexually and economically! | thought, OThi€murch!O My goal is that Bethel
becomes a church just like this restaurant!

Our Second Sunday, some folks visiteddPryterian churches in the area and
other visited other denominations. will be interested to hear about their
experiences. Sunday Supper was prephyetie KehretOs and the deNijOs.
THANK YOU! Our Faith Encounter ssion focused on the documentary DVD
OTurning Points B Stories of Life and @j&in the Church.O This DVD share(
testimonies of people who have beéeeted by the Presbyterian ChurchOs
current ordination standards and how cias react to gay members or their
families. It is a very powerful docwentary and | encourage anyone who would
like to watch it to give me a call.

Continued on page 3

Keep in Your
Prayers

For Health \

Jack Eade, Rich Newsom,
Carol Taylor, Abner
Walton, Jane Potter, Geri &
George Kirkwood, Winnie
and Fred Moser, Bernie
Clark, Anna Urish and sister

Frances, Martin Halvorsen,|,

Eve OOYoung, Jack Stone
Helen Tilseth, Phil
Smothermon, Jason the
MoserOs grandson, Vi
Hooker , RogerOs grandso
Zachery and brother Gary,
Lori McPhersonOs mother,
Paul NunoOs sister, Georg
Evergreen, and families in
transition.

In the service

-

Jensen deNijs, Rogerf)s sgn

Warren, and KarinOs
nephew Kyle

Those not able to worship
with us: Willow Omick,
Bernie Clark, Vi Hooker,
Ed George, Rebecca and
Gudi Engilbertsson Joyce &
Martin Halvorsen, Alice
Breedveld, , & Lori
McPherson.
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COFFEE HOUR ROTATION—2008

May Dinners:
May 18 Karin & Kathie
May 25 Anna & Jane
Sunday Mornings

June 1 Eve & Suzanne
& Kimberly

June 8 Karin & Kathie

June 15 Jan & Paul

June 22 Dora & Abner

June 29 Jane, Anna, & Dina

July 6 Ken & Nikii

July 13 Jonelle & Noel
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-Last one out of the church —
turn off the lights and lock doors

Any questions B Check with Karin

On Sunday April 26 Amy Cassidy shared with the
congregation her experiendaring a trip to Bali in
March. She met Katherine Bremhall who is a
midwife and who operates her own international
relief organization thas supporting a non-profit
birth/family health clinic in Bali, Indonesia. Name
Yayasan Bumi Sehat, the clinic provides prenatal
care, nutrition ducation, pediatd care, high blood
pressure group therapycetAll services are
provided in a culturally gpropriate manner, as well
as 24 hour midwifery services. Yayasan Bami Se
serves the poor of Balilvo often have no access tg
medical care. Bali has a high maternal mortality
rate, above 700 deathsrd®0,000 live births. Amy
was moved by visiting thefacilities and is helping
raise money for the organization.

The childrenOs choir didyeeat job singing for this
service as well.
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Pastor Sarah continued from page 1

The message for Sunday was entitled, OCount it
Joy!O given by Lisa Largeso is currently serving,
Othat all may freely serve O an organization
advocating the change in the ordination standards
that all those called by God can serve ChristOs
church. Lisa shared with us that she has been in
ordination process for 22 years! She is an amaz
woman called by God. She is also blind, gay ang
long time member of the Presbyterian Church. A
our September presbytery meeting, the Presbyter
voted to allow her to proceed the final steps of the
ordination process by 17 \a#. The decision as yol
can see was close.. The last speaker to speak
against the motion to approtésa to continue the
process said something like this, Ol think Lisa is §
wonderful preacher, this vote is not about Lisa bu
our constitutionEQ Then the speaker, | will refer
her as Pastor NN (not nice) warned that if the
Presbytery voted for Lisa to proceed it would cost
the Presbytery a lot of money because someone
would sue to stop LisaOs gees. Talk about future
telling! So when the motion passed, Pastor NN
who had OnothingO against Lisa, filed suit. And
now Lisa is stopped for a wé until the law suit is
settled. This lawsuit will cost the presbytery
thousands of dollars andeate more division in the
church and not do anything teflect ChristOs love
and teachings.

Lisa shared with us that she was going to talk al
the three letter word that the church doesnOt f
much on and that many of us donOt talk abouit.
three letter word was JOY. The core of |
preaching is that all are worthy because God Ig
us. She shared that we focus more on happi
than Joy. | thought abothat last night and she(
right, we should be all @j drunk!O like the earl
church. Out of our minds with Joy. But itOs
difficult when we believe we donOt have enough,
fear almost everything, amde forget that we are
worthy. Lisa is determined to follow GodOs call i
this church until God has stopped calling her!
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Lisa made this observation about Bethel. She sa
that this church was féd with spirit, energy, and
great love! She couli@el through the music,
conversations during worship JOY! She thought
our choir sounded like it had 20 voices when reall
we had six. She expe=d gratitude for Bethel

d
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inviting her and | assured her that she will be invited

back.

Two more Sundays in the May Experiment!  Nex
Sunday the 1B for Faith Encounterb Pastor Pablq
Morataya will facilitatea conversation focused on
immigration and the church. On the"™Baith
Encounters will feature FredFritzO Moser who wil
share with us his experiences as a prisoner of w
a Japanese concentration camp.

Continue to pray for discernment BethelOs, yours

and mine as we seek to follow God into tomorrow,.

Bethel Choir on May 25"

The Bethel Choir is gag to sing at the Oakdale
Heights (assisted living) &an Leandro located at
348 W. Juana Avenue on May"2&t 10 a.m.

If you have an idea for a service opportunity for
Bethel or are interested giaring your gifts with thg

community, please contact Pastor Sarah email:

reyesgibbs@gmail.comr Pastor Barbara email
bebarkley@sbcglobal.net

MAY FAITH ENCOUNTER SESSIONS

SUNDAY - May 18@4PM Immigration and the
Church

WEDNESDAY May 21@7:30 The Prophetic Jesu
SUNDAY - May 25@4PM - Fritz Moser shares hig
experience of a prisoner in a concentration camp
Indonesia

NO Saturday Spanish classes until further notice
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SESSION NOTES

The last session meeting was held April 27, 2008
Financial report includgthe following: We

made $3714.50 on the shrimp and pasta feed, $1
from a mini parking lot sale thanks to Nikii, and
$200 from recycling thanks to Fred and Ken. Nikii
is donating proceeds from two of her vending
machines. WeOve received $1697 of the $2,220
owed for 81 members per capita tax. Thank you
everyone who paid the tax. It all helps.

Thanks to Ken for mowing the tall grass on the
outlying areas. Roger and Ken will work on the
sprinkling system.

Sunday night Faith Encounters
May 4 b Palestian/Israeli Conflict
May 11 b Sexual Orientation and Ordination
Sermon b Lisa Larges on Joy
May 18 - Immigration B Pablo Morataya
May 25 D Fred Moser B Japanese Concentrati
Camp
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THANKS for the
SHRIMP & PASTA FEED

Thanks to the many wonderful people who worke

o/

on the Shrimp and Pasta Feed. Thanks to Rich gnd

Joan for organizing the whekvent. This is their
ninth or tenth such event which they started whern
Dave Hawbecker was still the pastor.

The cooks extra-ordinaire were Franco Corti, Bill
Sauls, Dave Daskaslos. They made 60 quarts of
pasta sauce. Carol and Roger cooked 150 poung
shrimp, Don and Urik made the salad. The Girl
Scouts served the table3onelle put together 20
raffle baskets. Ray Luciano donated many itemg
the baskets. Noel sold the wine. Many others hel
set up and clean up.

About 130 people attended. The proceeds amou
to $3714.50. The Girl Scouts made $177.00 in tif
for their trip to Hawaii. The young people of the
church made $75 in ice creaales to help them go
to the Revolve Tour in Sacramento.
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Pollution, etc. from Pastor Barbara’s Blog

| just finished reading the booRn Unreasonable
Woman: a True Story of Shrimpers, Politicos,
Polluters and the fight for Seadrift, Texag Diane
Wilson. It is a very goothook, very worth reading.
It is also very disturbingnd | now find myself more
suspicious than ever obrporations and factories
and their inability to tell ta truth if they think they
might have to actually care about people, about
workers, and especiallypaut the environment, if
there's even a chance itght cost them something
to do it. Two companies in particular are finger

pointed: Formosa and Union Carbide who have ppid

out a ton of money to groups and individuals in
order to avoid having toomform to laws about how
much pollution they can dump into the water or the
air or the soil. It is try distressing and it has caused
me to wonder about tHfactories and companies
here in the Bay Area. How much pollution are they
dumping in this bay? How much are they pumping
into our air? Are we pabning our children with
every sip of water fromur tap and every breath
they take? These are real contributors to problems
such as the increase of autism in our country -
especially in urban areas.

It is hard to read bookskk this, especially because
it shows a woman who lost everything - her house,
her marriage, her livelihood, and perhaps a great
deal more in order to fight, many times alone, the
horrible situation in Seaift , Texas where these
corporations are putting out huge, HUGE amounts
of poisons into the wateajr and land. She is a true
hero, and even so, the changes she has made, the
victories she won are smatl the grand scheme. It
can be hard to read these books as we think to
ourselves, "Would I, too, need to give up everythi
| value in order to make such small steps towardg
justice, peace and a clean environment?"

T

K

But while reading books like ithis difficult, we are
called as a community to become educated, to sge
what is really going on in our world and to take a

stand, in whatever way we can against the destrucdion:

the destruction of our wat) the destruction of its

people, the destruction cbmmunities and livelihood
and ways of life. We may not see the solutions yet |
these problems, but | thirdhce we are aware of ther
we have opened the door for God to work in our

hearts, to show us the actione are called to take and
the stands we are called to make whatever the cost.

We have to keep rememireg that what affects you
affects me. No amount of money will buy our way o
of death once we destroy cair and our water. No
amount of popularity and wkh will prevent us from
suffering when our families die of untimely illnesseq
caused by pollution. And while worse destruction is
occurring in places like T@an, where the pollution
has become so bad that the citizens have to wear f
masks while they go about their daily business, the
that we poison in Taiwan will make its way to the
United States, too. We live in a small world.

| would encourage you to read Diane Wilson's book.

And then | would encouragyou to pray. Finally |
would encourage you to do one thing today for the
environment: one thing. It cdre writing a letter to
your senator and representatives asking for zero-
emission laws and accountability from our factories

and companies. It can be offering to give or arrange

for someone to speak abqullution at a school or at
a library. It can be leaing more about our local
factories and what is gug on in our own bay. It can
be buying that thankless wateeater, or those solar
panels or that hybrid vehilthat you've been thinking
about: changing the way yase the energy in your
house. It can be decidimmpt to light wood fires in
your fireplace. It can bas simple as having a
conversation with someone discussing things that g
and should be done to help and then setting a goal
doing some of it. Let me know what you try. | hope
we can support each other in being more pro-activg
our environment. That's my prayer for today.
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Bethel Community Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A)
14235 Bancroft Avenue
San Leandro, CA 94578

Congregation B Ministers
Pastors
Rev. Sarah Reyes & Rev. Dr. Barbara Barkley

Return Service Requested

Children®s Church

Pastor Barbara & Bethel Community
Eva Cortez B Custodian
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www.bethelcpc.org
BeginErestartEcontinue
your faith journey

BETHEL COMMUNITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

MARK YOUR CALENDAR ...

Children’s Choir after church til noon

1%, 2", & 3" Sundays
Children from 2-8 years old
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DAILY ACTIVITIES
SUNDAY WORSHIP 9:50 A.M.
CHILDREN’S CHURCH 10:20 A.M.

Mon, Tues. D English Classes at Primera
Tues/Thurs - English as Second Languag
M-F 10-2 - Senior Lunch Program

Wednesdays D Praise Team/Band Practice
Bible Study P Fireside Room

T,W,Th —9:30-11:30 — Toddler Parenting
Progran$an Leandro Adult School

Thursdays - 7:00 Choir Practice
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